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Please turn with me to the Gospel of St. Matthew, Chapter 4, starting with verse 23, which is on page 1501 in your pew Bibles.
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.  24 News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them.  25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. 

May God add His blessing to this reading of His Word.

The US claims to be a Christian nation, but those of us who have actually lived in the States know that while most people – if asked – would  say they were Christians.

But the fact is that most of those people do not attend church or, even if they do attend church, they do not really reflect the Christian faith in how they live their lives.  For this reason they would have to be considered only “NOMINAL” Christians.

Do you know the word NOMINAL?

“Nominal” Christians:  “In name only”
BUT REALLY – I would insist that a nominal Christian can only be someone who doesn’t get what it means to be a Christian.

Nominal Christians think Christianity is about what you do on Sunday morning… or perhaps Easter morning.

They don’t get that being a Christian is about EVERYTHING – especially it’s about ALL OF YOU.

Jesus demonstrated that in today’s passage --  a passage which defines for us what the ministry of Jesus was all about…

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 


Here we see the THREE ASPECTS of Jesus’ earthly ministry:

“Teaching” – giving people answers to their questions – satisfying the needs of their MINDS.
“Preaching” – touching people at the deepest part of their humanity – satisfying the needs of their HEARTS.

And “Healing” – making people who are broken and hurting whole again in their BODIES.

Most people think the Christian faith is only about preaching, or – to be more honest – about being preachy.  It doesn’t require you to think, it doesn’t provide any real answers, and it certainly isn’t practical to help you with the real, day-to-day demands of health and well-being….
People who think this way, no matter what they call themselves or what they say they believe, are never going to be anything more than NOMINAL CHRISTIANS – Christians in name only.

Because that’s not what the Christian faith is – being preachy and impractical.

True Christian faith is to be a follower of Jesus, and in our passage today, Jesus shows us what true Christian faith should llok like by how He did ministry.

But Jesus fed people’s minds with teaching; he touched their hearts with preaching; and he touched their bodies with healing.

Nobody really has any problems with the teaching and preaching part – because you usually can’t, after all, SEE the immediate effect of teaching and preaching. 

But HEALING??

We’re all a little too scientific and rational for that…  Aren’t we????
But let’s be clear here… if God cannot heal our bodies, then he is not the God of everything; and if he is not the God of everything, then He is not God.  At least not the God we say we worship. 
In addition to teaching and preaching – touching people’s minds and hearts, Jesus HEALED everywhere he went.  So much so that he had a problem with huge crowds of people coming to have him heal them on the shores of Galilee, forcing him to get in a boat and push out a little from shore so they also would listen to his teaching about the Kingdom of God.

Yes, Jesus healed people everywhere he went.  

Jesus healed the Centurion’s son; he healed the Gentile woman’s daughter; he healed the woman with an issue of blood; he healed lepers; he healed the lame; he healed the deaf; he healed the paralyzed; he drove out evil spirits, he raised the dead… and on and on and on.
And WHY did Jesus heal people?  TWO REASONS.

1.    Jesus healed people because he felt compassion for the people.  
Bob Pierce, the founder of World Vision, very famously said, “May my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God.”  Jesus clearly showed us that his heart broke with compassion for the people he met who were sick and hurt and broken mentally and emotionally.  Scripture tells us he felt compassion for the broken people He met, and He healed them.

2. Jesus healed people in order to show the power of God.  The teaching and preaching of Jesus took on new meaning when people saw that Jesus could prove what he said was true by healing.  One powerful story illustrates this from Matthew, chapter 9:

Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven." 
3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, "This fellow is blaspheming!" 

4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, "Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 6 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . ." Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and go home."  7 And the man got up and went home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to men. 






Matthew 9:2-8

And it was NOT ONLY JESUS who healed people in the New Testament…

In Matthew 10, Mark 6 and Luke 9 Jesus sent out the Twelve Apostles and told THEM to preach the Good News AND to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with leprosy and drive out demons.

In Luke 10 Jesus sends out a further 72 disciples and tells them to preach about the Kingdom of God AND to heal the sick.

And in Acts 4 and 5, we have Peter and the other disciples of Jesus healing people as a clear testimony to the truth and power of God in Jesus Christ.

OVER and OVER AGAIN Jesus and His followers pray for people and heal them, to demonstrate that there is real power behind their preaching and teaching.
OVER and OVER AGAIN, the message is that God is the God of ALL His creation, and that He can heal the Body as well as the Spirits of those who turn to Him in faith. 
A few months ago…  I preached using the passage from Mark 6, which says:  

They (the disciples) went out and preached that people should repent. 13 They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. 
Annette called me on it – “Why aren’t we going to the sick and anointing them with oil and praying for their healing?”

As I recall, I hummed and hawed a bit, mumbling something about the fact we DID pray for the sick… but without giving a real response to why we were not going out to anoint the sick with oil and pray for them with more faith and in more power.

 Well, Annette, starting now – WE ARE.
We believe in prayer, but I feel we have not taken it seriously enough.

Starting now, we are launching a much more intentional and concerted prayer effort – call it a “Campaign of Prayer” if you will.

First, the elders and deacons (and any others who care to join us) started this morning at 9:00 am to pray for the worship service.  And we will be doing so at 9 AM every Sunday from now on, if you wish to join us.
This week, we will be expanding our Prayer Chain to include everyone who is a member or regular attender.  We need to ALL be praying for the needs of our Body, and if you are member or regular attender you need to accept responsibility to be part of that, so expect to be getting a call this week to recruit you into that role as a prayer warrior, to bring the needs of the Body before the throne of grace.

And for those who are ill, we will start immediately – under the direction of our Pastoral Care Service Group and our Session Elders – to visit in twos – just as the Apostles did – those in our Body who are sick, to anoint them with oil and pray for them in their homes.

So --  Wayne, Arturo, Ron and Mary Harrington, and Elders – we have some work to do!

Now, let’s be clear… even as I announce the start of this prayer and healing ministry, Not everyone we pray for will be healed.  
Some are not healed because of their own lack of faith.  Jesus confronted this reality in Mark 6, where a lack of faith made even His work harder.  

Some are not healed because of God’s mercy and His loving plan that for all of us there is a time to come to the end of our life on earth.

But some will be healed… if we will be disciplined to pray for them.  And as we start this “Campaign of Prayer” and a renewed focus on healing, we will be expectant that God will show us His mercy through His healing power.
But even more than the healing that I fully expect will occur, by committing ourselves to a much more disciplined approach to prayer in our church, we will be increasing our focus and reliance on God.  This, I am absolutely convinced, will reap great spiritual benefits for all of us.

· We will be better fulfilling our relationships with God, since prayer IS relationship and is critical to our personal spiritual growth. 
· We will see God’s will more clearly.

· We will begin to see specific evidence of God’s working in our midst.

· We can be assured that we are keeping God and our faith in Him as the foundation of everything we do.

ALSO ANNOUNCING…
NEW CLASS ON PRAYER.  The first in an ongoing series called “Living the Faith.”  We will begin meeting on Wednesday mornings at 10 am, beginning on February 2nd, here at the church.
The class will focus on what Christian prayer is, and how to do it.  And we will spend part of each week praying.  Please plan to try to be here with us. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------

So, in simple conclusion

Jesus’ earthy ministry was all about: 

“Teaching” – satisfying the needs of people’s MINDS.

“Preaching” – satisfying the needs of people’s HEARTS.

And “Healing” – making people who are broken and hurting whole again in their BODIES.

Now, we here at LPC are going to do the same, and I – for one am excited about what God has for us in the days ahead.
Amen
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